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» Government expert
warns of ‘hint of a link’

» 200,000 join research
into long-term wsers
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A e stady of the long-term
it of mobile phones is to be
underlaken amid fears that people
who have used them for more than
len years are at greater risk from
brain cancer.

More than 200,000 volunteers,
including long-term users, are to be
monitored for at least five vears to
plot mebile phone use against any
serious diseases they  develop,
including cancer and Parkinson’s
and Alzheimer's diseases.

Professor Lawrie Challis, who is
in the final stages of negotiation
with the Department of | lealth and
the mobile phone industry for the
£3 million that he necds (o find the
study, told The Times that e reh
has shown that mobifex e ve v
sale in the short term but that 111,
is a “hint of something” for pesply
using them longer.

In an interview, Professor ¢ hullin
a world expert on mobile phiong
radiation, and ¢hy ol the
government-funded ¢ teles
communications health  research
programme, cemphasised that the
“hint” was just that. One European
study has found a slight association

between the risk of brain tumours
and using a mobile for'more than
ten years. The few long-term users
developed more acoustic neuroma
brain tumours which were found
close to the ear used for phoning,

But, because of the tiny numbers
involved, “it could be by chance,”
he said. Asked whether the mabile
phone could turn out to be the ciga-
retie of the 2ist century in terms of
the damage it could inflict, he
replied: “Absolutely.”

He said that the study was neces-
sary because all the important
breakthroughs in what caused
cancers had shown that the effects
often took more than ten years to
show. “You find absolutely nothing
for ten years and then after that if
starts to grow dramatically. It goes
up len times. You look at what
happened after the atomic bombs
at Nagasaki, Hiroshima. You find
again a fong delay, nothing for ten
years. The same for ashesios.”

He made plain that be was nol
put off because many i
studies had shown ni
“The fact that you do v
thing in ten years is also more «
tess what you would expect if 1
tv something happening,” he said.

Annpuncing the new study, he
wid "Necause there is a hint and
because the professional epidemio-
logists who [ trust and who do this
all the time feel there is a chance
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‘Star Wars’, China says
China signalled that its first

missile strike against an orbiting
satellite was intended to force the
US into talks aimed at abolishing
weapons in space. It faced an
international chorus of protest
against its test, News; pade 6;
World News, pages 40, 41 ;
Move to cap GPs* pay
The Department of Health
threatened to put 4 cap on GPs’
pay, drawing an angry responge
from the British Medical

"Association. News, page 11

Spy ‘breakthrough’

Police have identified the man
ey Lediove poisoned Alexander
Ll nko. The suspect was
captured o cameras at
Heathrow. News, pages 32, 33
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Chelsea goalkeepe e
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